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. areas a; rake and better 19 U than thoſe that "OY 
oel late vans." fir to make uſe of againſt us, as the delibe. 
fate n of” Foreign Proteftant Churches 
mn their reſpective Confeſfions;-withour-refpeet to the pre. 
© ſent Controverfie, are preferable to the Opinions of parti. 
cular Men, or Sets od en, obtain'd by, Paz who have ſo 


8 89 5 much the dagegel $3 t9 we afigeur, and the] 
Countenance a 2 — the other Advan- 
tage — 


ae e ng the Caſe on. 
IV in heir own 24 ith li Ld neem: 
time to repreſent our Tide of the Caſe to o choſe gray” = 
ments they produce againft us, and publiſh to the a 
with ſo much Pm n no e 5H 0 x. 
_  1\Wethall:rherefors-in- the faſt place give gmaqht of] 
Foteign Churches as to- cy, or rather 1 1 one 

Eater — jeas of Debate betwixt us. 
ebe Hebwetick Churches in the zdth Chaptey-of en 
| Eonſelhion expreſs chem felvesas ro Prelucy;thes!. . 
There ib given to All Miniſters chen zone, 
Sand an equal Power or Fandtiem 'Cerrainly from the be. 


0 - Sinning Bifhops or Presbyters dhe, Church in 
| mm, None red bimſelf / to another, 00 uſurp'd 
ger Pocher G Dominiom ter hig Fellew Biſhbpe, 


Pho mindful of du Savidut's Woids; Hera nodule br! 
An thong you, ler him be your: Servant; theyrepv within} 
be Bounds of N and mutually aſſiſtedi one ano. 
8 hel Chutch. In the mean 
Ttime, for refer = Order, one 1 theMiiſters call 
SE. Aeby, een o bel conſul ted 
doe en fe Votes This urmoſtꝭ tc 
1 15 ee önnen; „ | bead Sy: F did in the Att] 
che apoſtles yer he was ner fofithat ferover theireſt, 
1 e ind 1 ens Gee, . Pan hg" _ — 
ets ni rp es ind . 
Pai Dom ber the beginning proceeds from Ei 
fo 5 the . — be demonſt ared' to be one SN Je. 
e ee bis Commentaries on Pl, 
1 e i * ; 1 D. 
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PH © To. 
ui - there were Diviſions; or Parties in Religion, the 
Churches were govern d by the. Common Council of Presby- 
ters, but after every one thought that thoſe be baptiz'd 
were: his own and not Chrifts, it was decreed that one 
elelled from among the Presbyters ſhould be ſet over the 
est, to whom the Care of the Church ſhould belong, that the 
Seeds of Schiſms might be taken amay. But Ferome does not 
give out this as a Divine Decree, for he preſently ſubjoins, a: 
Preubyters are to know that they are ſubjecled to him, who 
is ſet ouer them by the Cuſtom of the Church, ſo Biſhops 
muſt know that they are greater than Presbyters, rather by 
the Cuſtom of the Church than by our Saviour's Apoimtment, . 
and that they onght to govern tbe Church in common. So 
far he, therefore no. Man can lawfully forbid us to return 
to the ancient Conſtitution of the Church, and to prefer 
it to Humane Cuſtom.  _ g . 

The next is the Confeſſion of the French Church Article 
9. wherein they expreſs themſelves thus, We believe 
that the Church eught to be govern'd by that P and 
Diſcipline which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has eſfubl ind, to 
wit, that there be in the ſame Paſtors, Fresby ters or Elders, 
and Deacons, that the Purity of Doctrine may be pre- 
ſerv'd, Vices reſtrain d, the and other afflicted | 
ple may be taken Care of, as occafion requires; and that 
Aſſemblies may be kept for the Edification of ſmall and 
great, AZZs 6. 4. Epb. 4. 11. 1 Jim 3. 1. Tit. 1. 55 
Article 30. © We elieve all true Paſtors wherever they 
are, to be indu'd with the ſame and equal Power among 
themſelves under that one only Head; and chief and only 
univef{al Biſhop Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore that it is not 
lawful for any Church to claim a Power or Dominion over 
another, Matth. 20. 26. & 18. 2. 2 Cor. 2. N Pet. 
ire ' „ ana mignon Na 
WE The Churches, of Beis et the Netherland, in | their / 
onfeſhon Article 30. expreſs. themſelves thus © We be- 
| lieve the true Church qught to be govern'd by that Spiri- 
WF tual Policy which God himſelf has taught in bis Word; 
J that there be in it Paſtors and Miniſters whoipreach the 
Word and adminiſter the Sacramems in Purity. '\Thar 
Amit | 8 there 
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( tzere be alſo Elders and Deacons to. conſtitute an Eccleſi- 


* altical Synod, that by thoſe Means true Religion may be 
_ © Pralegv'd, and the true Doctrine every where retained and 
f propagated, that Men piven to 'Vices ritual 


proof, in order to a Reformation, and be reſtrain'd by 


* 2 curb of Diſcipline, that the Poor and AMiQted may have 


; Help and Conſolation, according ak their Neceſſity re- 
quires; for then all things will be done well and in order 


in the Church, when faichfub and godly Men are choſen | 


to govern the ſame according to the Appointment 
Ru n Tim In 

Attiche 31. We believe that Miniſte 

cons, | 

- ted by the lawful Elettion of the Church, by the ſerious 

Invocation of: God, and in that ' order and manner pre- 


of St. 


_ * fcribd 10 us in the Word of God. But chiefly: every one 


| © ought to beware that they thruſt not themſelves, by un- 
1 — Means into thoſe Offices, for they muſt all wait 
ti 


* 


„ 
den the Lord But wheftver there are Miniſtets of God's 
Word, they have Althe ſame and an equal Power and Au- 
Ar -tbority, as being all the Miniſters of Chrift; the only uni- 
e verſal Biſhop and Head- of the Church. Moteoyer that 
this Holy Ordinance of God may not beviolated or fall in- 
to Contempt, all: Men ought to habe un honourable Opi. 
nion of the Miniſters of the Word, and Elders of the 
Church, for the fake. of their Office, ought to maintain 
. Peace with them and as much as can be to abſtain from 
-- Contentions and Quarrels. E413 21) GoTls Hf : 29 
Tis alſo to be obſerved; that in the Harmony of Confeſ- 
Hons we find nothing like our Eagliſts Prelates i ay Gf the 
Foreign Proteſtant Churches, in ſome of which the Cle 
haue no higher Tirie affigw u them hüt that of Niaiſterb of 


the Word, who, as appears above, were all of equal Power 
and Authority. In others indeed we ——ů— 
and. Supet-intendants; 


denote 


ne Word being uſed- promiſcuoully to 
| Shad: the Cure of: the Churches in their ſeve- 
tal Diſtits committed to them, but that they were = 
2 127 3 | W's t 


rs, Elders and Dea- | 
ought to be called to their Functions, and promo- 


be called by God himſelf, that tbey may have a 
cerxa i Tefimony of their Vacation, and know that it is 
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opment ns Rk: 
0 E r 
2 Allow u any Preference or Donic over thelt 


any 
ren, that in the Acts of the General 7472 e 
he Uhmches of Poland at Cracow, BY $73. the MI ms 
re Mibnrion& before che Supet-attehdants : to 
ain co a Demoiifiration, that they webe nothilis like < 
Biſhops, we:ſhall give an Accoviit of their Office, 
Ower, and Way of Election, from the AQts of the 
Lunſen in Polind, as we find it in the Poloniæ Conſe 225 
the Harmony of 'Confeffione. 
ln every Diſtrict there is to be choſen from among t the 
/ -niſters, to be a Super-atteridanr of Spiritual Elder, ſuck 
dhe as is fit for the Office; and he is to be Elefted 5 th 
nod of the Diſtrict by the Miniftets and ns, 
ſible, the Super-attendant of the Neighbouring Diſtr | 
chide at his Inauguration. 
His Office was to perform the Minifterial Function to 2 
xed Flock, and to Educate a Catechiſt at the Charge 
e Patrons of the Diſtrict, and this Catechiſt was 8 25 Fa 
mſelf carefully to the Office of the Miniſtry, rl hy 
each to the People, when the Super-attendant Was . 
firiog the Churches ot attending Synods. 2. The Super- 
tendant was to fertle Miniſters whete it Was nece in 
de Towns and Villages of his Diſtri&, but with the Con- 
nt and Aſſiſtanee of the Elders, as we find by the Conclu- 
on of the Synod of Derrico in the Polotic Conſenſus. 
He was to viſit the Miniſtets and their Flocks once, a 
tat at leaſt; having with him one or two Secular: Elders 
— 4. He was * — 35 Mens 55 utmoſt 
iligence, to prevent urches being and di. 
bed by Teachers of falſe” and 3 Doctrine. — 
hen he was call'd to Synods of other Diſtricts. | 
tend at the Charge of his ow PRE. 8. 1 
and dire& Synods in his -own Dictels dt ated 
r neceflary Cauſes. 7. He was to feteive 


y ſhoul 4 happen amoog bis Brthre { an after 
ard both fides, to determine and them by Ws 
ce of the Elders in ther Cafe, withoutinkinging 


upon 


.elpecially of the Miniſters, and other Brethren ' in difficul 
'Caſes.;; 10. He was to continue in bis Office from one 8 
nod to another, and was to be continued, or anotherichoſen 
| in his Place, as the Synod thought fit. 
FE: lere tis fit to obſerve, that the Church of Scorland foot 
| After the Reformation, made uſe of ſuch Super-intendantz] 
not 8 they thought em of Divine Inſtitution, or neceſſar 
to be always. continued, but becauſe they were forc'd t: 
it at that time ; betguſe it all Miniſters bad been oblig'd t 
refide conſtaatly with their Flocks, the greateſt part of the 
Kingdom would have been deſtitute of the Preachin of 
the Word, Miniſters at that time were ſo ſcarce ; therefore 
they ſelected Ten or Twelve to Preach- and Plant Churches 
committed ta tbeit Chatge: Their Form of Ordination 
"= - was the ſame with that of other Miniſters in all reſpectz 
= and they were anſwerable to the Synods and Aſſemblies for 
1 their Behaviour, and to be continu'd or alter d as they 
thought fit, as may be ſeen in Ca/dermood's Hiſtory of the 
Church of Scotland, pag. 26, 27 and Knox's Hiſtory of the 
Reformation, , where the Form and Order of the Election of 
the Super intendants, and all other Miniſters; is ſer down at 
large, pag. 284. London Edit. 1644. But the Chutch of 
Scotland find ing afterwards that the Coutt made uſe of tho 
. Super-intendanis as a Step to reintroduce Prelacy, they laid 
them aſide. And on this Occaſionz tis proper to take no- 
tice of Bezg's Opinion concerning Bi ops, in his Letter from 
Geneva the 12th of Apr 1572. 10 Mr. Kran, who had in- 
formed him that the Court deſigu d to bring in Biſhops. 
. © My dear Na, (ſays he) I would have you and the other 
« hops phe forth he Papary: ole Bi the le 
| s Brought e Fapacy, 10 falſe Biſhops, the Re- 
*Y + Popery . ſhall, bring in Epicuriſm into the World. 
Let tuch'a "defire the Good and Safety of the Church take 
need of hi Felfilence, and fince ye have put that Plague 
R to 
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fame Article thoſe good old Reformers declare againit Mi- 


2 9). 
s to flight betimes, I heartily hoſe you never to enn f 


again, though it ſeem — fible, under the Pretence of 
Keeping Unity which Pretence deceivd the: Antient. Fa- 
+ thers, and even 0 5 of the beſt . . is ſtill to 


— 


be ſeen among his 
E. this wo ſal jun ubjoin the Opinion of f Churches 
concerning of the due Church of Scotland, 


a be of een © au decry'd by ſome Men- 

It is that Church's rare Privilege for which ſhe is pre- 
ferable to moſt, and on which Account her Name has been 
famous among Foreigners, that for about 54 _ ſhe has 
- < retaind and preferv'd Unity, with the Purity f Doctrine, 


e without Schlim ot Hereſy. The greateſt ſupport of this 


Unity, by the Mercy of God, was, that by degrees, t 


ther Wich the Boine the Diſcip line of Chriſt Yom: of - 
the Apoſtles, was receiy'd as pteſcrib'd by the Word of 
God; and the whole Eccleſiaſtical Government, was, as far 
45 poſſible, adminiſtred according to it. By this Means 
all the Seeds of Schiſms and Errors, aſſoon as they begun 


6 were ſtifled in the Birth, and: exti _ 
ae bin dane Goodneſs t that his moſt 


MI , and all Governors of urches, and Magiieates: | 
* who ought to be Nurſi Fathers ro the Church, mc Lond 
ity and Purity of 


| e preſerve that 
108 of Confeſii , Þag- 6. Edit. Genev. 16122 | 
ian Confeſſion Article 9. is aint all Domi- 


— Miniſters over the Church, for Which 5 þ 
_ 
are 


chat of Matth. 20. 25, 26. low know thar the Þ 
Gentiles exerciſe. Dominion | over them, | 
6 | great exerviſe Dominion upoũ them, but 7 75 \ndF- be ſo 
among yo but who/+ F you let him 
Wat 1-4 Miniſter. Aud that of St. Prrer, + — 
over Golf s Her age, butriar Examples ee e bd ax - 
And th t of St. Paul, 2 Cox. 10 . Mor that 


Dion Faith, "but are Helpers of your: Foy; In at 


4 800 eee Affairs, and are ſo 
ng tbe Power of Ordination 10 be lodg d 


7A e or coy. the e ofder 


3, 


0 . 


1 . 
their Miniſters to be ordain'd by the Elders, with Prayer, 
and. Impoſition of Hands, in the tion. And in their 
14 Article they teach, that the Power of the Keys or Diſci- 
pline is lodg d in the Miniſters of the Church. 
The Awgahurg Confeſſion, in their Article” de poreſtate 
Ecclefie, allows no other Power to Biſhops or Miniſters but 
that of Preaching the Word, Adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
and cenſuri ers; and if they exerciſe any Power 


1 N 
8 j} 
. — 


x . meddle with the Province of others. N 
1 The Wirtenberg Confeſſion is ſo far from approving Bi- 
1 ſhops as a Superior Order to that of FPresby ters, that in 


1 5 heir Article de Ordine, They quote St. Jerome in his above 


| ® mention'd Commentary on Titut, where be ſays, A Biſho 
8 and a Presbyter are the ſame. Whence they ſay tis manifeſt, 
tat except a Presbyter be. inſtituted in the Church for the 
bo -  FunQtionof Preach 
the Name of Presbyter or Biſhop. 


We have alſo the Senſe of the Walechrian Churches in 


_ 2 1 of all the yo og 9 ado * 
”  ,_ Netherlands, concerning our iſh Epi thus, 
e reject alſo that National and Provincial —4 of a 
0 introduc'd by Men, in which many Churches are 
1 united and ſubj to à Cathedral Church, and de 
. _ © upon one vi Paſtor, who is Paſtor and Lord of all o- 
i  -:* ther: Paſtors, and inferior particular Churches, wherein 
I. - - * the ia er Charches injoy God's Holy Ordinances and Eg- 
= « clefialfical Power. b ivation -and Commiſſion, from 
tits Power and Jurifdiftion 6f that Cathedral Church, or 
2 that National or Provincial Paſtor and Biſhop : For theſe 
te the Inventions of Angichrift, which bring Tyranny 
Ainto the Church, and overthrow the Power granted by 
Be God to the Churches and Paſtors. s. 
his we find in their Book, intituled, Comfideration of 
certain Comroverſies, at-this time agitated in the Kingdom 
= h concerning the Government of the Church, ſent 
$0 ches of Walachria o the Synod- at London. 


Ded from Midelburg in Zealand be; 6b of October 
| RE F * | Another 


about Civil Cauſes, they declare that to be Human and not 
of Divine Authority, and therefore adviſe Church-men not 


ing, he can neither juſtly take upon him 


|. © Conſent of the 


% 


r 
Another Point of Government debated betwixt us and 
our Brethren of the Church of Exg/and, is the Office of 
thoſe called Ruling or Lay Elders. As to which we have 


the Judgment of the Poliſʒi Churches, in the Poloniæ Con- 
fen 1 contain d in the Harmony of Confeſſions, thus, 
© That there ought to be at leaſt in every Diſtrict, two or 
© three Elders of the Nobility and Gentry, choſen by the 
free Suffrage of the Miniſters, and. afterwards Inaugura- 
ted by the Super-attendant and Miniſters of the Diſtrict. 
* Their Office was carefully to obſerve, that the Miniſters 
delivered True and Orthodox Doctrine with faithfulneſs 
* and diligence, | and that they livd accordingly: In caſe 
of Error or Scandal they were to reprove the Miniſters, 
and to 8 them for any enormous Crime, with the 

Super · attendant, till the next Synod. They 
were alſo to attend Synods, and affiſt the Super- attendant 
* in viliring the Churches; they were likewiſe to take care 
of the Revenues of the Church, and that Miniſters ſhould 
* have neceſſary Maintenance and convenient Habitations, 
and protect them from Injuries z they were alſo to ſee 
© the Canons of Synods put in execution, and to agree Dif- 
* ferences among the Brethren, ' and to continue from 
25 to Synod, or longer, as the Synod thought 


- "Tis obvious to every Man, that thoſe Elders are much 
the ſame with ſach as are choſen to aſſiſt in the General 
Ailemblies of the Church of Scotland. 
©" Thenas to the Elders of particular Congregations, we 
have the Opinion of thoſe Churches, thus: They were to re- 
ſtrain Diſbrders and Differences, and to determine Con- 
rroverfies among the Brethren, for nouriſhing Peace and 
Charity among them, and as much as in them lay to hin- 
der their going to Law; but if that could not be avoided, 
they were to afliſt the Brethren, and ye ray Bow poor- 
er fort,” and ns, ſo as the Suit might be managd 
without to the Church. They were alſo to 
obſerve the Converſation of the Brethren at Home, that 
they might beliave themſelves according to their Chriſtian . 
Vocation , aus} wh if they continu d ob- 
2 | ſtinate 


N. 
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0 ( 12 ) 
ſtinate, afrer one or two Admonitions, they wete to delate 
. them to the Miniſter, that the Cue of the Church 

might paſs upon them. Which is much the ſame with the 
Parochial Elders in the Church of Srotland. We find alſo 

in the Po/onie Conſenſus, that thoſe: of the Bohemian and 
 Hugedivrg Confeſhons in Po/and, had ſuch Elders as above- 
—_— = = very _ —.— the Proteſtant 
hutches of Fance, Geneva, Smiſſe Germany, and the 
Netherlands, have ſuch Elders. * 5 Hh * a" 
lere tis proper to obſerve, that St "Ambroſe, in his Com- 
mentary on 1 Tin. 5. fays, The Synagogue, and after- 
watds the Church, had Elders, without whoſe Advice no- 
* thing was done in the Church; but by what Neglect they 
were laid, aſide I know not, except it were by the Lazi- 

Z nels, or rather by the Pride of the Teachers, while they 

alone would ſeem to be all.. 

As to the Ceremomes in difference betwvixt us and the 
Church of Exgland, tis well known that the Churches laſt 
mention d have none of them: And it was the receiv'd 
Judgment of all the Proteſtant Churches, That Rites and 

Ceremonies ſhould be left at Liberty; but they abſolutely 
rejected ſuch as were equaliz'd or preferr'd to the Divine 

5 cepts. And the Bohemians in the 15th Article of their 

_ Confeffion ſay, They only retain ſuch Rites and Traditions as 

+ promoted Faith, the Worſhip of God, and nonrifh'd Peace 

and Concord among the _ bur did not think the ſame 

Rites and Ceremonies ry in all Churches, but fevere- 
ly condemn ſuch an Impoſition of em as might hinder the 

erformance of more weighty Things: Nor did they think BW 

they ſhould be a Cauſe of Chriſtians hatmg and contemning 

one another. And we find the Rites us'd among them 

mw only the obferving of ſome Holy Days and 


a | | - ) 
The French Confeffion, in their 33d Article fays, They 
exclude all human Traditions and which 


> ee Hoa” mins yp, ono. 
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Pre- 
tence of the Worſhip of God, are im to ſtraiten Feo- 
ples Conſriences, ws. admir only fark as d to nouriſh 
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and againſt the Opinion of the N 


5 "Quit 17 the Croſs. 


IK 4 33) 
The Bogick Conklin in th Lars into 


all Humane Inventions, a0 


retain only ſuch As are 
* * e yo Obedience to 


Intr 


| Worſhip of God, ta , nl enſnare the Conſcience, 
= Hg 7 7 nouriſh Concord, and to te- 


leſſion 12 Keg fr in 1 Poland, Prop. 47. and * 


ſuch honaſt and a8 4 
Word, of Meng er Gol, and JON his > Glory 124 
Church. Rp e in the Old and Neu Teſtament the 


Made of. Miniſters Apparel for common uſe. is not circum- 
ſcrib'd or limited, = ſay tis fooliſh and impious to make 


mona 


ys, We reset 
into the 


and 


ee with the 
ification of 


m God has appointed Heirs and Ws of all Crea- 
vants to uperſtitious Garments, Meats and 


Babe e Confeſſion in their Article de poteſtate Eccle- 
to introduce new 
ws concerning 
Moy Holy days, 80 Orders or Degrees of Miniſters. And 
N Gauge 2 au: with occafioning ſuch an increaſe 

„ Ceremonies, Oc. gd oppeett the 


45 PEA inſt the Power of Biſho 
odes.of Wo elhip, or. Ceremonies . an 


Bea and Fours Bof Faith, 


The Saxon | Enten in the zcth Article concerning Tra- 
ditions and Rites pared inthe Church by Humane Autho- 


rity, declare again 
tute new Modes of Worſhip, to obli 


nies. which burdened Mens 


Mens 


t the Power allum'd by Biſho 


to inſti- 
ſciences, 


of ſuch Ceremo- 
—— and the Churches. 


The #ir:emberg, Confeſſion in their Article concerning 


ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies, declare 


brou i in is ſhadow forth — Truth already reveal'd by 
er Auch 8 lighting Wax-candles, to fig u | 
L of uſing Falls to fignifie 0 Low 


inſt ſuch as ate 


The Churches of Poland in theis a 77 7 225 5 


. Dam 
and 


ini &c. 3 2 2g 
ubat Rites were bland. % 


Foundation of. our Faith and ation, 
. zand N LEE 
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Pl 
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3 „„ OP OET. TN | 
Alugtburg and Helvetick Confeffions in their Dominions to WS. 
their own Rites and Modes of Worſhip: And in the 6th i 
Ac of the Synod of Cracow, upon the Queſtion, Whether Mi. 
the Ceremonies at the Lord's-Supper ſhould be uniform in WMV! 


all their Churches, they concluded that Ceremonies. ſhould WH? 
des leſt at li according to the Cuſtom of the Primi- WH 
_ tive Church. However they advisd their Brethren, who n 
fatat the Lord's-Table, that they ſhould leave that Ceremo- 
m) to the Arian Anabaptiſts, becauſe they deny'd the Lord | 
b rhat bought them, and plac d themſelves upon the ſame Throne 
_ __ with him; but they own'd the thing to be 1a in it ſelf, N 
and · ordered that the Supper ſhould be adminiftred in their | 
Churches to the People ftaxding or kneeling, but with a 
Proteſtation againſt the Alrar-Worſhip of. the Papiſts. Tho' 
3} this proceeded from their commendable Zeal againſt the 4- 
iat, they themſelves give a ſufficient Anſwer” to the Ob- 
ro © Jeon, fince they might as well have taken it fttigg with 
3.% a Proteſtation againſt the Arian Impiety, as they took it 
_: - kneeling with a Proteſtation againſt the * 7 olatry 
| but however that is, it rather makes againſt the impofi of 
it by our Brethren of the Church of England, fince they 
. know we ſcruple it, leſt we ſhould be thought to ſymbolize WY 
with idolatrous Papiſts in th Worſhip. And indeed con- 
fidering that the Church of EA land in her 34th Article de- 
1.3 cüares, That any particular or Natienal Church has Power 
_—_—  _. tochange ox abrogate Ecclefiaſtical Rites or . 
1 imed onl by Humane Authority; it's ſtrange that : 
_— ſhouls not Hr tho ke of ſo numerous a Body as the Prote- 
tant Diſſenters have abrogated the Ceremonies in Controver- 
F. fic betwixtus, and eſpecially fince the Generality of thoſe N 


4 


Diſſenters declare, That they cannot in Conſcience comply | 
- with any thing appointed as -a term of ſtated Communio 
which is not warranted by the Word of God. . „ 


And it isreally as that ſubmitting to the Engliſh | 
.  -— Prelacy ſhould have been up as a Wall of Partition, to 
deep the Difenters from Miniſterial: Communion with the 
FS Chutch of Fh fince that Church did approve the Hel- 
LE -  vetick'Confeſhon'thar fo (poſitively aſſerts an Equality of . 
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| | ( . 
to g known alſo to have been the Opinion of her greateſt re- 
We ſhall only add concerning Rites and Ceremonies, rhe 
Opinion of the Be/gic& Churches in their Chapter abour /er 
orms from their Book above mention d, intituPd, A Conſi. 
eration of certain Controverſies, &c. wherein they expreſs 
We rejeft ſuch Forms of Prayer, and Adminiſtration of 
Sacraments, c. which, for the Matter of them, are vi- | 
' tious; for-we may not in Prayers, and other Parts of the 
publick Worſhip of God, propound any thing unlawful, 
umpertinent, and unſitting, which ſavoureth of Superſti- 
tion, Idolatry, or Hereſie, or Carnal Prophaneneſs, and 
Pomp of the World, and which introduceth a Commu- 
nion with the unfruitful Works' of Darkneſs. And for 
this Cauſe we reject the Ceremonies and Forms of publick 
VVorthip introduc'd in the Church of England, in theſe 
laſt corrupt times by the Hierarchical Biſhops ; as-which, be- 
ing ſuper 
VVorſhip 


titious and idolatrous, did deface the Church and 

of God, and obſcure the Brightneis and Beauty © , 
of a Glorious Reformation; and a Church which takes + « 1 
up ſuperſtitious and idolatt onies, partakes in Su- ; 


- Having thus exhibited the Judgment of the Foreign Pro- 1 1 
eſtant Churches in as to the things in Controver-- 2 


erfie betwixt-us and the Church of Exg/and, we ſhall 


Wow give the Judgment of the Church of Geneva in parti- "i 
lar upon that Subject, when the Eng/ih Diſſenters, to | * 
hom they wrote, labour d under 2 grievous Ferkecution, - 0 ' 
nd were far from being in a Condition to dazzle their OO 


yes with Temporal Grandeur, or to gain their Approbati- 
dns by any other Worldly Reſpects; and as we doubt not 
jut the preſent Church of Geneva will grant that their Pre ; 
ccellors bere quoted, were Men whoſe Judgment deſerve as 
ach Regard as their own, ſo we wiſh they had taken the 3 
me Precautions in delivering their Judgment, that their fa- 
nous Reformers did in delivering theirs, and not * al. 


* 


F d en 


<-> 


1 e e 
- 11/h Trey terians, who have given ſh : 
do the World by. heir Sug ufferings, chat they are ſuch t 
Principles deduc'd from the ſame Texts o upol 
0 *- which the Geneva Ref the French Helvetick, and 
MW het Chitin ene nien. en Fog iter 
| | _ - Presbyterians, and not upon Humane Autho or a Proſ. 
pee of 4 Intereſt, with which their aher from 
die Chuten England is known to be inconliſtent. 
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gelt a lone 
ers, that. a 
ve in ConſcienceRa 


8 £4009 
il — they have ſoofien inforc'd, and repeated with moſt grievous 
| Complaints. 3 

4 The Cauſes of our fo lo Sile ence were, as on "the. one 
if bart we had no > Manner 45 bra ore Brethren's Veracity, 
| | © but. that they had fincerely. given us the true State of the. 
64 99 Je on. the other part we thought it bard for us to 
=” FIT and much more to perſivade. our ſelves, that ſuch 


. _ Ferſons as Bi could do ſo much 0 w 
!. ov 


3 vg age 9 1 Alo — tl m4 we ſhowd determine ſuch 
Op. ny oe by e . fox us, either by 59 
CR in HY 445 Fus to = 


Frogs 5. y,yerft were vaty: 
"i either of the Farties be Wee 


fitace, 0 me *whre ald, lest our Counſel, 
; how Honeft ſoever it may be in it fell this Wound mi Me 


<Y ane tte that! hogl'd z for it ſecmFto be of fach 
Seipobate Mature, thar I! - Patience ate; its only 


„ be repeated ackves of on - Brethren, we 
& 4/2 have been, . prevaiFd upon to give 
5 PI ja ſome. ſort of Advice r do l poet 
wwe d gelt as it thay no ts ty; 
| "ip Add much leis as if we 7 to our 2 4 my to be 


— Judges over ang Man. the Name of 
— = the Lord all hole into; 152 * 5 8 may 
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rolPd in the Miniſim, beth. without the Conſent of Elders, 
and appointing s certain Cure 10 them z and that upon a ſlight 
Exammation of ther Lives ond Behaviour, the Bike at plea- 
Jure' ſhall give them Liberty to Preach the Word of God for a 
time preſerib d ar otherwiſe only to rehearſe the Church Service. 

52 We nder, Sher lch a way of calling Miniſters, whe- 
ther we conſult the Word of pr the beſFapprov'd Ca- 
nons of the Church, is by us eſteemed to be altogether * 
lawful z though at the ſame time we knowsthat half a 
Loaf is better than no Bread, But we beſeech God, from 
the bottom of our Hearts, to beſtow upon the Kingdom of 
England, a lawtuF and ordinary way o Calliog Men to the 
Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments; for 1 that de ob- 
ſtrukted or hindred, the Benefit of the Doctrine of Truth 
mult of Neceſſity vaniſh in a little'time, or El de main. 
taind by ſome ſtrange and ſupernatural Means 


TD ns 


We do further, in God's moſt holy Name; make It ot x: * 
humble” Requeſf to the Queens Majeſty,” that with Herr 
whole Heart, She may endeavour 2 Retoftfidtion in this 


Matter, wherein the Fundamental Secutity f the. Chiurch >. - 
and State of England does confift; Y . 
We do alſo with Tears ech thoſe prext Men, 
are of Her Majeſties rip eil, and o e 
out doubt hays, by the eil 
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deſtroy that Tyranny which 
Church of Criſt. And te era 
In the awful Name of God, bef0t& whoſe heath 
of Judgment we'muſt all ftand, that with all 
and Remembrance ofiithe Y 
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re unto/ir: And we ops they illpor'give cue o © | 
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dn extraordi eraign,”- from whom they 
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(20) 
But ſome will ask. How ſhall we do in the Matter till 
then? In truth, if the Caſe were ours, we would not ac- 
_ cept the Function of the Miniſtry upon thoſe Conditions, 
i it were profer d to us, and much leſs would we ſue The 


a 


—_ wy dS 4 Gd GO ct 4 2a 


1 it, Yer we exhort thoſe Men, to whom God hath Biven 
5 Entrance by this way, to the Inlarging the Glory of his 
[ Kingdom, that in the Fear of God they abide in in it with 


Courage; bat on-this-Condition, that it may be lawful for 

them to e reife their whole Miniſtry in a Holy and Religi- 

 - ous manner; and that they may alſo propoſe and preſs 
WW thoſe things in theirCures which” belong to the Advance- 
 ©- _ mentor its Jets State. But if 'othetwiſe they be depri- 
ww _ ba Apa of: 2 Hberty, and ſo requir'd to connive at manifeſt 
3 reg a role. thoſe things which ought certainly 
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eie them to nothing, but to 
te 5 ** 10.2 private Life: rather than againſt Conſcience. to 
"ROB nouriſh a Miſchief which neceſſarily carrigs with it the De- 

16 5 ."cay of all the Congregation. | Let we hoße that the Queens 


| 5 1 7 de 1 Ea nany Honoulatile and Good Men, will uſ: UP 
3 , their 1 "Ont ach ar that Liberty. may rather be 
1 anted to of ſo many Godly and Learned 


"Brethren, Toe: that theſe 1 öde Miſchiefs ſhould inſue, 
"vis. That the Paſtors of the Flocks ſhou'd be conſtrain d, 
: either againſt their Conſclences, to do that Which is Evil, 
Wo 404 fo be. chain d to other Mens Sins, 1% 'Telign their 
j 7 * Miniſtry”; for the third Neceſfity AE wilt" inſue this, v2. 

1 6 That, they ſhould. exerciſe their Miniſtry againſt the Will of 
4 » Ms the Prince and Bp; de tremble to think of it, for-Rea- 
13 1 ſo Obeicus, _ 1 at there - is. erg 9285 us 70, 8180 

1 i them, * 5 
Z We are alſo dend to abſwwet y and ery 
Is 115 TEL the? we. allow the Diſtindio app, in w Ts | 

* . 9 Senn, as well for common Uſe, 'as Tap miſery Þ, 
* "i wy 1 therefore 'direftly anfwer K* & Caſe; bei | 
| -we underſtand it, the. hors of this Diſtinction de — 

"very Ml of" the Church, and ſhall anſwer it at the dreadful 
* "Bar, of. Chrift's Tribunal, for tho We think that order in 


* Tk by which not only Citizens,”:but the . 
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(21) 
difcommended ; yet we do not think that every Mark or 
Note of Diſtinction is ſtraight way to be us d. For put the 
Caſe, that the Miniſter were commanded to wear a Fools 
Py'd Coat, or the Garment of Vice made uſe of in a Play, 
would it not be a manifeſt Contempt and Derifion of the 
Miniſtry 2 Let in truth thoſe who uſe thoſe other Garments, 
and the Apparel commanded, ſeem to do worſe than ſo, be- 
zauſe God hath not only expos d this Prieſt-like Apparel to be 
zught at as fooliſh. by many of the Papiſts themſelves, but 
pris alſo certain that it is polluted and defiled with infinite Su- 
perſtitions. We know ſome Men will plead its Antiquity, 
we deny not that it is old, yet the Apoſtolical Simplicity in 
which the Church did 8 is certainly more ancient than 
is, And to thoſe who dive further into thoſe Matters twill 
appear plain enough; "that thoſe gs which did after- 
wards ſerve for Notes and Marks > Miniſtry, were ar 
N commonanduſual among the People, whence then does 
it ene de pals/that things being alter'd ſo long a Seaſon, 4 
that this ſtrange and foreign Habit mould be retain'd, © 1 
Does it not proceed from à dad and unprofitable Zeal? 
Bur ſome will ay, theſe things are indiffeg We grant 
deed they are To, if conſiqe d fimply in theft own Nature, * 12 
ind ſeparate from all othe cumſtances; but who is it 
that does ſo,confider them, for thoſe who are ſtill Papiſts, . "oy 9 
ha tever th Law may pretend that enjoins rhem,arethereby SO 
onfirm'd in their. Superſtition, wied which 'they are/'fo 1 
uch overgrown,” and thoſe who ſo zealouſly abber Super. 
ition, as to deteſt all Monuments; and Reli 8 ae 5 
hereby offended and wounded; and forthoſe who are fur. 
her and better learn'd, what Profit and Fruit do hey tex 
by AE Ds W 


» » | 
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. Further, Is this Diffeeace and Mark of 9ift fc 9 
ons of ſuch importance, that the Conſciences of ſo maß, 
People ſhould be diſquieted with it, eſpeciallj fince the Rea - 
ſon and Furpoſt of it newly ſet à foot,_is' taken een finn 
Wo wy har Tn pole and 7 emies. or, 7 — _— 
Voctrine? What's - the meaning of it, that "thoſe Wͥ' o 
N ; Bid to be ele ge kong nt a are not ge 
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4 1 55 3 Shepherds ſo apparel'd; only that the Shepherds as well as 
=, their Flocks may not ſin againſt their Conſeiences, and on 
1. 1 condition that the Purity of Doctrine it ſelf remain un- 
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C22) | 
their Breaſts? Are they like to have profited more by te- 
ftoring this Habit, or do not they rather lift up their Creſt | 
in hopes of having Popery reſtor d? If anꝝ object the 'Cir- 
cumciſing of Timothy, and other ſuch inſtances, we pray 

them earneſtly to conſider what Pau would have faid, it 
any would have made a Law, That every Miniſter. of the 
+ - Goſpel ſhall be conſtrain'd to wear the Garments of Phari. 
ſees, or to preach and adminiſter the Sacraments, and cir · 
cumciſe their Children in the Apparel of prophane Prieſts; 
notwithſtanding ſomeColour of Reafon might be alledg'd for 
ſuch a Law, to what end are theſe things brought in; for 
however at firſt they might be tolerated till they could 
-* be gradually taken away, yet being once remov'd our of 
the Churches, we dont ge with what Conveniency they can 
again be reſtor d to ion: Therefore we muſt repeat 
what we ſaid before, that we cannot allo this Device, nor 
hope for any good from it, but ſhall be glad to ſubmit if 
derer Reaſons be offered bs. 
What, then will the Brethren ſay on whom theſe Things 


-” trouchd:; We dogperſwade the Miniſters, that after they 
dave both before the 1 — and the Biſhops, eas d their own 
Proteſtation, as becomes Chriſtians, 
who do not ſeek aſtet Sedition and Tumult, aud yet with that 
Stay which the Importance of the Cale requires, they do 
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(459 

ve do therefore Judge that Miniſters are oblig'd ſharply to 
rebake this Abuſe,” and by no means to look upon this falſe 
Baptiſm to be and firm. The Reaſons why, have been 
vent declar d by the Learned on our fide,” and we are alſo 


y to declare them. el 2 0189071 7,7 

3th; It is alſo reported to us," the Reyt of hindi 

p 4 logſing art made uſe of in certain of the 0 Courts, 
either ly the Sentence and Fudgment of the Elders, which 
hat Church huth nor yet receiv' d, nor according to the Word 
f God : But by the Authority of certain Lawyers, and ſuch 
the Perſons ;, nc, more frequently by the Authority of one 
nly Man, and that alſo for'ſuch kind of Attions as relate on- 
to Money, -juſt as was pradlisd in the time of Pope- 


in „ rene $1.4 «Lt +... + Ls 
f We anſwer, That to us it is almoſt incredible that any 
ch perverſe Cuſtoms and Examples ſhould be us d in that 
ingdom, where they have the Purity and Soundneſs of Do- 
ring Fot the right of excommunicating and binding Of. 
fenders, will never be found to have been in the Power of 
any one Perſon, bur belongs to the whole Elderſhip, and 
from which, even the People, were not raſhly excluded. 
This Cuſtom of hearing Suits, after the manner of Law- 
ers, proceeded from Contentions about Livings, which fell 
o the Biſhop's Charge through the Corruption of Times. 
For that place, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Days men and 
Umpires, as at Corinth, is nothing to the purpoſe where the 
the Magiſtrate is a Chriſtian. It was never the Apoſtle's 
Deſign to burden the Elderſhip'with hearing ſuch Cauſes as 
were meerly Civil. It's true indeed; that in the ancient 
imes of the Church, Biſhops have had the Determination of 
uch Controverſies, not for any Authority they had fo to do, 
but becauſe of the importunity of the Suiters, and then alſo 
they determined them only as 2 and Days men; and 
even among thoſe Biſhops, to wham this Reſpect was ſhew'd, 
hey did govern themſelves with greateſt Prudence that choſe 
ather to follow our Saviour's Example; who refuſed to be a 
Judge in dividing che Father's Eſtate between two Brothers, 
or in determining a Caſe of Adultery hong both were pro- 
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land, we are not to think that a 
| God, by any ſuch Sentences and Judgments, than by Popith 
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and ſet up according to the Word of God, and Canons o 


de ſpeedily redreſt. 
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+ Good, but only redeem themſelves from unjuſt Trouble by . 


them, than to 48 in this Matter againſt their Conſciences 
But to what end is all this, for we promiſe gux ſelves much 
better things than theſe ; nay; even the beſt; of, Things of 


<S - D — \ r = 
_— < 4c — — - we. — 5 . = Ea: 
| * — 2 "_— — 
of N — 2 — « * — — es. a — ho —_ 
2 of _ — 2 N _ _ 
3 * ji — 3 * S — — 1 — OS 
8 e r r CLIVE ap ae oy DT «S 2 * —— Sas Grote .* — 
* ä | _ 7 9 / - 4 Y 
3 » * 
— 
* 0 K - 


ion has been Seal'd and 'Confirgn'd wich the Blood of ſo 
muy excellem Martyrs. Only we fear what bath befallen 
mam other Counties may alſo. happen to Kugland, to wit, 
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N wir. 14 . | . Þ-Galat Sad hl 41 
Therefore if any thing contrary. to this be dope | lo ae 
Man is more b ore 


munications; and we with that that Court for tor 
menting Conſciences,and which is ſo loathſome a prafanation i 
of Ecclefiaftical and Spiritual JuriſdiQion, might be imme- 
diately aboliſh'd by Her Majeſty,as well as the Corruption in Wi 
Doctrine. And that Elders. and Deacons may be reſtor'd, 


the pure Church, which if it be not done, we are very 
much afraid, that this thing aloe will be the beginning of 
many Calamities, which we pray God to avert: For tis 
moſt certain, that the Son of God will one Day from Hea- 
ven ſeverely Revenge thoſe manifeſt Abuſes, with which 
the Conſciences of our Brethren are perplex d, except they 
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In the mean time, what is not well done by one Party, 
may, as we think, be well enough tolerated by the other 
Party, who ate oblig d to bear what they cannot change: 
Yer fo as they do not allow the things themſelves, to be 


Patience. But if they muſt be forc'd- not only tg. tolerate i 
theſe: things, but alſo to approve this way of. Ec mm. 
nication as lawful, and eonſtraim d te demand unlam fu 
Abſolution, and to Aſſent to this manifeſt Abuſe: We en 
hort theln ratber to ſuſffet whatever may. be inflicted upor 


that Realm, in which the beſtoxing ofthe; Ch iſtian Reli 


that becauſe Fruits meet for 


Repentance- are 'not brought 


. Forth, an angry God ſhould double- their Darkneſs, and 


wks the Light of the Goſpal Som cham. This is the DW 
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ian of wur daily Serhons, and we aa it e 20" 
that of all other Miniſters; &fpeciaſly' at this time, that 
they chiefly advance this Principle of tbe Goſpel, which re- 
lates to earneſt AmendrtSgt of Liſe? For this being at- 
tain'd to, undoubtedly the Lord ſhall give both Counſcl 
and Zeal, and dH ching elſe: h,, are heceſſary to per- 
fe&t the Reformation of the Church already begun. 
And above all, we Requeſt, and humtuy beg with Tears, 
that our Gaod and'Reverznd Brethren of the iſh Church- 
es, ſetting aſide all bittexneſs of Mind, which: we verily 
fear hath had a'Hand in this Matter on both ſides, would 
particularly bear and ſoffer each other, fo long as the Pu- 
rity of Chriſtian Doctrine, and ſoundneſs of Conſcience 
does remain, willing to obey rhe Queen's Majeſty, who is 
ull of .Compaſhong aud all other Prelates, And finally, 
hat with all Concord of Minds in the Lord, they manfully 
Net themſelves againſt Satan, who ſeeks all occaſion of Tu- 
Wmults and infinite Calamiries, yea, although they have not 
the like Judgment of all forts of Prela tes ar firſt, . God is 
our Witneſs, that the _Defign of this our Writing is not, 
that either Party ſhould uſe- it againſt the other; for we 
or't ſend it you as an Apple of Contention, but have de- 
lar d our Judgment ſimply in theſe Matters, as upon a ſup- 
Wpos'd Caſe, being overcome with the continued Requeſts of 
oor Brerhren. And we join our Prayers day ro thoſe of 
che Godly on that fide the Sea, that it may pleaſe the moſt 
ercitul God, out of his Compaſſion to Man's Frailty, to 
direct the Queen's Len, the Nobles of England, the 
eelates, and every Workman of this Spiritual Building, 
with his holy Spirit moſt effectually, fo as the Work of the 
ord ſo frequently begun and ſo frequently ſtop'd, may. be 
happily ſet forward, | te che great Quiet and Concord of all 
Men, that not 25 dhe old Corruption, but alſo) all the 
Monl(trouſneſs of Errors, which Satan ſezks 3 new to bring 
into the Church again, may at length be utterly driven 
way. Which we pray God, the moſt loving Father of tbe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Eternal and Conſubſtantial Son, to. 
bring to paſs, through his Holy Spirit, in'which Three per- 
| a ga ſons, 
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we profeſs one Go and not divers, ought to 
Waal for ever. nnn | 
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| Your Brethren in Gf Oc... | 


« Paris... 
Sm. Golerlint. 
Cor. Barlierduss. 
Remundus Caluetus. 
Jo. Tremlerut. 
Car. P. 
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THE | 
Anſwer and Judgment 
O F | 5 k 


Mr. FOHN CALVIN. 
Paſtor of Geneva, 
Fs Concerning the Engliſh = 
Book of Common-Prayer, 
After he had Perus d the fame, 


. the Godly and Learned Mr. John Knox, and Mr. Wil- 
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liam Whittingham, bis Faithful Brethren at Frankford, c. 


T truly grievs me exceedingly, and is a ts Shame, 
that Contention ſhould ariſe among Brethren, ba- 
niſh'd and driven out of their Country for the ſame 

aith z and for a Cauſe, which alone ought to have tied 

zou together by a Holy Bond, in this your Diſperſion. 

For what could you do Lay in this doleful and calami- 
dus State, when drove from your Country by Violence, 


an to procure your ſelves a Church which might Receive 
nd Nouriſh you, (being join'd together in 1 „* and 
Peaking the ſame Things) in her Motherly Boſom? But 
or ſome Men to contend now about Forms of Prayer and 


ind, apd 


Ceremonies, . 


| (30 
Ceremonies, as if you were in Peace and Proſperity, and to 


make that. a_Hindrance to yaur. Joining in one Church, is, 
in my Opinion, very unſæaſonabl . 
I muſt notwithſtanding, approve the Conſtancy of thoſe 


who contend for a juſt Cauſe, being thereunto forc'd a 
gainſt their Will. And 1 do juffly condemn the Froward- 
neſs of ſuch as hinder and put a ſtop to a holy Care, for re- 


forming the . e Aren 
aa ata if bah, ant rrdidy Ar mea 
Things (ſuch as External Ceremonies) ſo I dent always 
think it Profitableto yield to the fooliſh Stubborneſs of thoſe, 
who will forſake nothing of their old Cuſtoms. In the Li. 
_ turgy of England, I perceive thete were many tolerable Tri- 
fles, by which I mean, it had not that Purity which ought 
to be defir'd. Thoſe Faults, ſince they could not at firſt be 
amended, yer ſeeing they had nothing of manifeſt Impiety, 
they were for a Seaſon to be tolerated. Therefore it was 
Lawful to begin with fuch-Rudimenrs or Alphabets, but ſo 
as it behov'd the Learned, Grave, and Godly Miniſters of 
Chriſt, to advance furthet, and to publiſh ſometbing more 
Polite and Pure. If Religion had-flovriſh'd till this Day in 
England, thete ought to have ben a Form better Correct- 
ed, and many Things quite taken away. Now when. thoſe 
Beginnings are overthrown, a Church muſt be ſet up in 
another Place, where you may. freely make a 'new Order, 
ſuch. as may be apparently moſt commodious for the Uſe 
and Edification of the Church. I can't tell what thoſe 
People mean, who delight ſo much in the Remainders of 
Popith Dr They love things to which they are ac- 
omed. Sor firſt this Book is both Triffting and Childiſh, 


and in the next place this new Order diffess very much from 
2 Change. 8 3 _ 7 

Therefore, as I would not have you behave your ſelves 
with Fierceneſs to thoſewhoſe Weakneſs will not ſuffer them 
to aſcend higher, ſo I would advertiſe the others not to pleaſe 
themſelves too much in their Fooliſhneſs z nor by their Fro- 


wardneſs to put ene holy Building: And in the 
laſt place, not to ſuſter themſelves to be carried away by 
Vain Glory: For what Cauſe have they to contend, ex- 


e | 
cept it be, that they, are aſham'd to give place to better 
hings. - But {peak ia Vain to them, who-perhaps eſteem 
= not ſo much as to vouchſafe to admit the Council that 
comes from ſuch a Hand. If they fear an ill Report in 
hole BY E:2/and, as if they had fallen from that Religion, for 
d . which they were baniftd,;” they are much deceiv'd ; for 
ard- Bi this true and fincere Religion will rather oblige thoſe who 
re. remain there, to conſider into what a deep Gulph they have 
fall'n, and their Apoſtacy will more grievouſſy Wound 
can BE them, when they perceive (you going forward beyond the * 
middle Courſe, from which they have turn'd away. Fare- 
ole, Wi wel dearly beloved Brethren, and faithful Servants of Chriſt, 
Li. the Lord Defend and Govern you. | 


From Geneva, Fan 22. I555. 
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thien of Geneva conſulted thoſe Writings, we have Reaſon 
to think they would have been he vis, before they 
| had given any thing ofa E "MN probation, in Fa. 
vour of our Advwerſuhies r Comfort, — 1 


it is not by the eee of a Bat by the Judgmen 


Godin the Holy Script 
yet at the ſame 1 1 is 210 


 _ England and . Government are 


The CONCLUSION. - 


{1 «1% 274 1 S * elect 
mM 0 lan can be! who knows any thing of 

the Hiſtory of on-conformity, that many Things 
have happen'd fince the Publithing of choſe Con: 


 feffions and Letters, that make the Objeftions: of the Eng- 
1/6 Diſſenters much ſtronger than th 
. which we refer to Mr. Baxter's 
Mr. Calamy 
Non- conformity, publiſh'd in 1704. containing the De 4 


Evelith were then; for 
1 
s pieces upon that 1 and to the Hiſto 


at the Savoy by Commiſſioners on both fides, thereunto ap 
pointed by King Charles the 24's Authority. Had our Bre. 


that g muſt Stand or er Fall 
Satisfaction to us, that 
we are - compaſs d with ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes as th 
foreign Proteſtant Churches here adduc'd, who fairly deter. 
mine for us. 

It is not without Regret, that we find our ſelves oblig! 
to enter into theſe Controverlies at ſuch a Time as this 
when by the Union betwixt * Nations, oy gr A 


Civil Authority, n equal Footing in $4 Br 
North Britain : Bu? be being oblig d, by Apoſtolical Precept 
to give an Account of our Faith, when it is thus demands 
ed, and when we are in ſo publick a manner provok'd to it 
voir 0 mee Man will blame us for „ 


